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were accused of unnatural vice, but abhorrence of that
could hardly have been enough to provoke the oteat
leader to fly to Munich and shoot Rhoem with his own
hand. Rhoem had been a right-hand man of Hitler.
In the previous year he had been upon a mission to
Jugoslavia feeling the way to an understanding between
the two powers. Rumour has it that he was secretly
received by Alexander. He was, in any case, a man of
considerable significance, a potential leader. The
murder of General Schleicher at breakfast with his wife
was even more shocking, and unnatural vice could
not be urged against him, nor against Von Papen who
was held to be implicated in the conspiracy and was
also in great danger.

Less than a month after this emerged another date
which it was said would for ever be remembered in
history, the 25th July, 1934, when Dollfuss was murdered
by the Nazis in Vienna. Previous to the murder there
had been a terror in Austria partially hidden by press
censorship, over a hundred acts of violence every
month, most of them perpetrated by the Nazis.

The methods by which the Nazis intended to gain
power and rule occupied men's minds for a space to the
exclusion of other political interests.   Within ten days
of the murder of Dollfuss the ancient and ultra-respect-
able Field Marshal and President, Hindenburg, died and
Adolf Hitler became the supreme dictator of the Reich.
The next date which was to be for ever remembered
in history was the jth October,,  1934, when King
Alexander and M. Louis Barthou were assassinated at
Marseilles;   but from repeated bludgeonings Europe
was becoming gradually insensitive and dazed.   These
great events soon became dim, half-forgotten tragedies.
Other dreadful  spectacles  froze  the imagination of
civilized men, the destruction in succession of four
members of the League of Nations, Abyssinia, Spain,
China, Austria.   The murder of nations followed the
mutder of men.